Word from the vicarage…
How is your eye sight doing? A while ago I moved to varifocals in my glasses. It took
some time to get used to them. Like glasses help us focus and see things clearly we need
the Lords help to get corrective vision because in this world we do not see things as they
really are.
2 Kings 6 shows us just that. The king of Aram thinks he has a traitor or spy in their midst,
but one of his officers simply states that it is Elisha. The interplay leads to the Aramean
king sending a substantial force in a farcical attempt to capture one man! It’s a story
about ‘seeing’: Gehazi sees what one would expect, what is observed physically, and so
is fearful, but Elisha responds with a godly word, Don’t be afraid (v. 16). Elisha speaks
first with reason and then prays for Gehazi’s eyes to be open. It is only the Lord who can
open eyes to see the greater reality, leading to peace. Elisha had said, Those who are
with us are more than those who are with them (v. 16); now Gehazi sees the hill full of
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha (v. 17).

The enemy surrounded Elisha and sometimes he surrounds us today in our health, our
finances, and our relationships. He can surround us with stresses, threats, frustrations
and all kinds of ungodly influences. We respond in fear and worry and in our own
strength but maybe we need to get our God focussed glasses on and like Elisha ask for
His help!
Do we take our struggles to our Lord who knows our needs? Do we take time to see
things from his perspective? Hebrews 11:1 reminds us… ‘Now faith is confidence in what
we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. ‘ So if you need answers or help
this day put your faith in the Lord, then keep feeding your faith on the truth you will find
in his word.
Rev Matt Houghton
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MONTHLY JOBS-This is a great opportunity to get our church and gardens in good order.
There is always plenty to do. This month it will be on the 3rd November 2-4pm. Do chat to
Neil if you want to know more. The more helpers the quicker the work is done!
LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH COURSE—The Church of England has produced a five-session
course entitled Living in Love and Faith which explores how questions about our identity,
sexuality, relationships and marriage fit within the bigger picture of the good news of Jesus
Christ. The course starts Tuesday 9th November 7.30pm at the Herberts house.
CHURCH MEETING— Monday 15th November is our next church meeting at 7.30pm. Come,
hear and contribute to the life of our church as we plan for Christmas and start to think
about what God might be calling us to do next year.
SHOEBOX APPEAL—Operation Christmas Child. We are once again collecting for Samaritans
Purse Christmas Shoebox appeal. If you would like to support this wonderful charity please
speak to Shauna, Maggie or Carol. If you can fill a Shoebox (or 2) that would be fantastic.
You just need to decide whether you are doing a boy or girl box and which age group 2-4yrs,
5-9 or 10-14 yrs. A £5 donation is suggested for each box to help with transportation. Thank
you in anticipation of any support you can give.

CHURCH DIARY for NOVEMBER 2021
Every Tuesday—‘Silverthreads’, Afternoon Tea for the over 60s,
in the church Hall, 2-4pm (see Moya for details)
Tuesday 2nd ……….. Homegroup at the Vicarage, 7.30pm
Wednesday 3rd……….. Church Jobs, 2-4pm
Wednesday 3rd ……….. Team Prayer meeting, St. Cuthberts, 8-9pm
Sunday 7th ……….. Memorial service, St. Cuthberts, 4pm
Wednesday 10th …………….. Homegroup at Heathers, 2.30pm
Saturday 13th ………… Men’s Breakfast, St. Cuthberts, 8.30am
Monday 15th ………… Church Meeting, 7.30pm
Wednesday 17th …………. Homegroup at the Vicarage, 7.30pm
Friday 19th …………….. Homegroup at Heathers 2.30pm
Saturday 20th ………… Beetle drive Supper 5-8pm
Friday 26th ……………. Town Lights switch on and St. Cuthberts open 5-7pm
Saturday 27th ………….. Christmas Craft event, St. Cuthberts, 7pm

CHURCH DATABASE—Our new team software will greatly help us with our admin. https://
thetfordteamministry.org.uk/register/ You can now join our mailing lists and allow us to
contact you with news and events by entering your contact info on the above link through
ChurchSuite. As long as you consent to receiving emails and tick you are interested in
Cloverfield news and mailings then you'll automatically end up in the Cloverfield E-news tag.
Otherwise for those not on computer we can add your info in the database by filling in a
contact form from the back table in church.

Want to explore the Christian
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