Word from the vicarage…

In our new evening home group we have been using the ‘Making disciples’ material.
Www.wearemakingdisciples.com encourages us to use a tool to explore our
strengths and gifts as disciples in Christ. Discipleship is about moving closer to what
Jesus wants for us in every area of our lives. How are you developing your daily discipleship?
At the end of September we started a Sunday sermon series on vision and later in
October we will move into a series on membership. What does it mean to belong to
Christ’s body the church? I hope you will reflect on your discipleship in Christ wherever you are with him. The word "church" is mentioned more than 100 times in the
New Testament. It is translated from the Greek term ekklesia which is formed from
two Greek words meaning "an assembly" and "to call out" or "the called out ones."
The New Testament church began in Acts 2 on the Day of Pentecost through the
work of the Holy Spirit and continues to be formed today with us. We are all on a
journey learning from God and one another.
But what should our Christian community look like? Should we expect those outside
the church to fit in with our culture? Our hope of course is that they will join us but
how easy will they find this? Our society has changed much in the last 50 years.
Sundays have become like any other day with people engaged in shopping and leisure as well as work. There is a need to find new ways to engage with people in our
community and make church relevant today. I was listening to a webcast from Fresh
expressions this week about youth work. Practitioners had recognised a common
process of needing to listen to the needs and desires of young people, loving them,
building community with them, sharing Jesus with them and building church. These
steps may seem obvious and I think they apply not just to young people but all age
groups.
Reflecting on our vision process (which we now are proposing to start in the new
year) I wonder if one vital part of the process would be to seek to listen to our community in fresh ways. In the meantime please do be praying for our new Messy
morning community as it is formed!
Rev Matt Houghton
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Cloverfield Community Church seeks to be:
• a welcoming place where Christ’s love can be seen &
experienced.

• a united family caring for one another; worshipping, praying
and learning together

• a committed group of God’s followers who bring his words &
works to others.

• a hub for the local community
www.cloverfieldchurch.org / admin@cloverfieldchurch.org

CHURCH REDECORATION—Commencing the week of 4th October our hall ceiling is being
redecorated. We have made an insurance claim due to the recent roof water damage. Also
new LED lighting is being installed. Although this involves a cost in the long term this will save
us money. Our hall is hired out much of a typical week so please do remember the loss of
revenue this will mean.

MONTHLY JOBS-This is a great opportunity to get our church and gardens in good order.
There is always plenty to do, whether that is gardening, litter picking, sharpening the TSM
crayons, cleaning toys, painting or tidying cupboards.
So please do consider coming to help. Due to church bookings we have now moved our
monthly slot to the first Wednesday afternoon of the month, so this month it will be on the
6th October 2-4pm. Do chat to Neil if you want to know more. The more helpers the quicker
the work is done!
LIVING IN LOVE AND FAITH COURSE—The Church of England has produced a five-session
course entitled Living in Love and Faith which explores how questions about our identity,
sexuality, relationships and marriage fit within the bigger picture of the good news of Jesus
Christ. The course starts Monday 4th October, 2.30pm at the Herberts house. Please speak
to Matt if you would like to join.
SUNDAY CHILDRENS GROUPS— Please do be praying for our childrens work and growth
reaching families. We also need more help with our Sunday Mix services (3rd Sunday). Please
speak to Matt if you could help with welcome, refreshments and general help.
SHOEBOX APPEAL—Operation Christmas Child. Following many years of fantastic support
from Cloverfield Church we are once again collecting for Samaritans Purse Christmas
Shoebox appeal. If you would like to support this wonderful charity to show God’s love in a
tangible way to children in great need around the world please speak to Shauna, Maggie or
Carol.
If you can fill a Shoebox (or 2) that would be fantastic. We have been collecting lots of items
throughout the year and are hoping to hold our Pop Up Shop after Church on 24th October
where you can pick up lots of lovely items. You just need to decide whether you are doing a
boy or girl box and which age group 2-4yrs, 5-9 or 10-14 yrs. A £5 donation is suggested for
each box to help with transportation. Thank you in anticipation of any support you can give.

Messy Mornings Following our two successful mornings in the summer,
Kirsty is looking at setting up a regular group for 0-5’s and their families on Tuesday mornings to start later in October. This will not be a normal ‘toddler group’ but more like Messy
church with the hope to pioneer a new ‘messy community’. It’s purpose will be to build
new relationships with families on Cloverfield Estate and share faith through bible stories,
craft and conversation. The vision is to grow a new Cloverfield Messy community rather
than intentionally integrating people into Sunday church, although invites to Sunday services will always be encouraged! Please pray for Kirsty as she organises and leads this new
community and builds a team around her. If you can offer help, please chat to Kirsty 01842
630350 or email her at kirstyhoughton1@hotmail.co.uk.

CHURCH DIARY for October 2021
Every Tuesday—‘Silverthreads’, Afternoon Tea for the over 60s,
in the church Hall, 2-4pm (see Moya for details)
Wednesday 6th……….. Church Jobs, 2-4pm
Wednesday 6th ……….. Team Prayer meeting, St. Cuthberts, 8-9pm
Wednesday 13th …………….. Homegroup at Heathers, 2.30pm
Tuesday 19th …………. Homegroup at the Vicarage, 7.30pm
Sunday 24th ……….Shoeboxes at church service
Wednesday 27th …………….. Homegroup at Heathers 2.30pm
Sunday 31st ……….. Light Night event 5-7pm

Legacy Holiday club at Bishops school—28 and 29 October.
www.thetfordteamministry.org.uk/legacy-holiday-club

CHURCH DATABASE—Our new team software will greatly help us with our admin. https://
thetfordteamministry.org.uk/register/ You can now join our mailing lists and allow us to
contact you with news and events by entering your contact info on the above link through
ChurchSuite. As long as you consent to receiving emails and tick you are interested in
Cloverfield news and mailings then you'll automatically end up in the Cloverfield E-news tag.
Otherwise for those not on computer we can add your info in the database by filling in a
contact form from the back table in church.
ADVANCE NOTICES FOR NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER;
Church social—Saturday evening 20th November (Beetle drive and supper)
Carol services—Mayor’s Civic Friday 10th December and Wednesday 15th December, Crib
service 24th Dec

Sunday 31st October, from
5-7pm

